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First Name  Darven

Last Name  Kendell

Email  dkendell@dmcwaste.org

Phone  3197502512

Address  2606 Sunnyside Ave

City  Burlington

State  IA

Zip  52601

Employer  DMC Regional Waste Commission

Position/Title  Manager- Area Recyclers

Employer Website  dmcwaste.org

Number of Years with Present Employer  23

Number or Years as an IRA Member (as an 
individual or with an employer)

 22

Education/Training BA in communications and business. Continuing ed in the school of 
life.

Work History 9 years working as Job Developer for Hope Haven Development 
Supported Employment program 
17 years working as Education Coordinator and 6 years as 
Manager for Area Recyclers/DMC Regional Waste Commission

Boards and Committees on which You've 
Served

Previously served on IRA board in 2010s 
Served 2007-2025 on Burlington Community School Board with 12 
years as vice-president or president 
Serve as officer for Burlington Noon Lions Club as Leo Club Liaison 
to Burlington and Notre Dame high schools. Currently VP for our 
Lions club. 
Serve as Endowment Chair for Burlington First United Methodist Ad 
Council

How would the IRA benefit from your 
involvement on the Board?

I have previous experience working on the IRA board and would 
like to return to help the organization continue to grow and enhance 
recycling opportunities throughout Iowa.

What talents do you feel you could 
contribute to the success of the IRA?

The extensive knowledge gained from serving on the BCSD board 
of directors as well as our church ad council, and our Burlington 
Lions Club is something that I feel will be a great asset to the IRA. I 
have been deeply involved in goal setting and strategic planning, 
fund raising, and helped facilitate passage of a sales tax 
referendum to fund construction of a performing arts center for our 
school district and community.



Why is being part of the IRA important to 
you and your organization?

I look forward to working as a cohesive team to advance recycling 
awareness, access, and programs in Iowa. Recycling is not just a 
fad, it is a lifestyle, it takes a sense of commitment from residents 
and businesses alike. The DMC Regional Waste Commission is 
committed to giving me the time to serve on the board because 
they recognize that the work that the IRA has done and is valuable 
especially in a time when there can be increasing confusion about 
recycling. The DMCRWC understands that the work that the IRA 
does will impact southeast Iowa as well as the entire state.

Select all of the following that you have 
experience or interest in:

Finance Management,Legislative Involvement,Strategic Planning,
Conference Planning,Awards/Scholarship Management

If you checked "other" above, please 
describe below.

Have you ever served on the IRA board 
before?

Yes

Is your IRA membership in good standing (e.
g., dues paid)?

Yes

Will you be an advocate for the IRA by 
building relationships with current members, 
recruiting new members, fundraising, and 
speaking positively about the work of the 
organization?

Yes

What do you believe are the two most 
significant issues or problems facing IRA 
members and/or the organization?

1- the ongoing need to establish universally valid recycling 
programs (valid=items collected can be verified as being recycled) 
to increase trust and reduce confusion about recycling 
2- energizing businesses and residents to feel confident that their 
recycling efforts do make a difference- this is done through 
advertising, social media, getting government leaders involved, etc.
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